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ABOLISH THE TWO-CHILD BENEFIT CAP

● Conference welcomes the announcement by Keir Starmer of a Child Poverty Strategy
on 17th July.
● Conference also notes Bridget Philipson’s and Keir Starmer’s statements reported in
the
Guardian on 22nd July that the Labour Government are considering scrapping the 2
Child Benefit Cap.
● Conference notes the current imposition of the so-called two-child benefit cap, which
restricts access for larger families to Universal Credit and Child Tax Credits.
● Conference further notes that the cap is part of the Tories’ toxic legacy to our Labour
Government. In the seven years since its introduction by Chancellor George Osborne
the cap has significantly worsened levels of relative poverty with more than 420,000
households affected last year.
● Recent projections suggest that by 2028-29 an absolute majority (51%) of children in
larger families will live in relative poverty if the cap remains in place. Nearly three-in-five
(59%) of households already impacted by the cap have at least one adult in paid work.
● Conference agrees with the Resolution Foundation’s assessment that despite initial
costs, these are “low compared to the harm that the policy causes, and [that] scrapping
the two-child limit would be one of the most efficient ways to drive down child poverty
rates.”
● Conference further believes that our newly elected Government should heed the calls
from Baroness Ruth Lister, Barnardo’s CEO Lynn Perry, Gordon Brown, Metro Mayors
Sadiq Khan and Andy Burnham, and Scottish Labour leader Anas Sarwar among others
to abolish the cap with immediate effect.
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MASS COUNCIL HOUSING PROGRAMME

● Conference notes Angela Rayner’s statement that delivery of "affordable" and social
homes is her number one priority. Conference also notes concerns expressed across
the housing sector about the limitations of the housing reform proposed in the King’s
Speech. The National Housing Federation commented that building 1.5 million homes
over the next Parliament will not be possible through planning reform alone but must be
part of “a nationally coordinated and fully funded long-term plan for housing which
places social housing at its core.”
● Conference notes the report "Securing the Future of Council Housing,” published July
10th by twenty of England’s largest council landlords, calling for emergency funding. It
warns that, “unless something is done soon, most council landlords will struggle to
maintain their existing homes adequately, let alone build new homes for social rent.”
● Therefore, to improve the quality of existing homes and ensure delivery of new social
homes at the scale needed, conference calls upon the government to:

- Grant Fund building/acquisition of 150,000 social rent homes a year, including
100,000 council homes;

- Invest in Direct Labour Organisations with well paid, unionised jobs and
apprenticeships to deliver this;

- End Right to Buy to stop the loss of homes;
- Fund councils for the full cost of temporary accommodation;
- Review council housing 'debt' to fund housing revenue accounts sufficiently to

improve the standard of council housing;
- Provide the emergency funding called for by the councils;
- End so-called 'affordable rent' and above inflation rent increases.
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Drafted by Labour Campaign for Council Housing
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UPHOLD INTERNATIONAL LAW FOR PALESTINIANS

Conference notes:

● On 12 July, UN Secretary-General, António Guterres, said “Just when we thought it
couldn’t
get any worse in Gaza… civilians are being pushed into ever deeper circles of hell.”
● On 19 July, the International Court of Justice ruled Israel to be unlawfully occupying
Palestinian land in the West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem. It demanded Israel
withdraws
immediately, dismantles illegal settlements and pays reparations. It confirmed Israel is
guilty
of violating Article 3 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial
Discrimination, which prohibits racial segregation and apartheid.
● The ICJ’s January finding that South Africa’s claims concerning the right of
Palestinians in Gaza to be protected from acts of genocide – and related prohibited acts
identified in the
Genocide Convention – are plausible.

Conference welcomes the decisions of the Labour government to restore UNRWA
funding and
abandon Tory attempts to block the International Criminal Court from holding Israeli
leaders
accountable for crimes against Palestinians.

Conference believes Britain has a moral and legal obligation not to assist violations of
international law. We must commit to the application of international law, including
abiding by rulings and judgements of the ICJ and ICC.

Conference believes the new Government should:

● Support an immediate and permanent ceasefire.
● Impose a full arms embargo until Israel complies with international law.
● End trade with illegal settlements and all other trade that aids or assists Israel in
maintaining its illegal occupation.
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Supported by Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC) and Labour and Palestine
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RESTORE LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Conference notes:

The report "Securing the Future of Council Housing,” published July 10th
by twenty of England’s largest council landlords, calling for emergency funding for local
councils.

According to the National Audit Office, local authorities experienced a 49.1 per cent real
terms reduction in central government funding between 2010/11 to 2017/18.

Since 2018, Northamptonshire Croydon, Northumberland, Nottingham, Slough,
Thurrock, Woking and Birmingham councils have all issued Section 114 notices.

One in five local authorities are at risk of having a Section 114 Notice issued to them
this year.

The Labour Government has yet to lay out how it will enable local authorities to
genuinely reverse austerity and fully meet all statutory responsibilities.

Conference demands:

The Labour Government reverses government grant cuts to ensure all statutory
responsibilities of councils are fully funded as well as providing adequate funding for
councils to use their discretionary powers according to local priorities.
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COMBAT THE FAR RIGHT

Conference notes:
• The July/August wave of riots across Britain;
• in which mobs of thugs mounted attacks, including on mosques, asylum seekers’
accommodation, ethnic minority businesses, Muslims, Black people and police officers;
• mobs were mobilised through channels promoting racism, Islamophobia and
anti-migrant bigotry; and
• the violence was whipped up by key figures with fascist and extreme right
connections, and the mobilisations afforded legitimacy by key political figures on the far
right.

Conference further notes the growing support for the far right in Britain and that:
• Reform UK secured the third highest vote at the July general election, with 4.1
million votes (14.3% UK vote share); and
• the mobilisations had significant backing – YouGov polling in early August
reported that 42% considered the ‘protests’ ‘justified’ and 12% considered the ‘unrest at
the protests’ ‘justified’.
Conference, aware of such high levels of support for the far right, for racist mobilisations
and for violence, is concerned that this wave of racist riots may be just the first such
outbreak.
Conference believes our Party should respond to this dangerous development by
adopting policies to protect targeted communities and to combat the bigotry being used
to justify the attacks. Such policies should include:
• more support (both political and material) for black and Muslim people to lead
community and trade union responses to the appalling violence; and
• clear communications by our Labour Government to challenge the racist,
Islamophobic and anti-migrant bigotry being promoted by media and politicans.
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