
 

 

 

Contemporary Motions  

 
 

We are supporting a number of contemporary motions for Labour Conference 
this year. Some motions have also been supported by other campaign 
groups, as detailed under each one.  
 
 
 
 

1.​ The Government must act on Israel’s ongoing atrocities against Palestinians 

2.​ Workplace equality 
3.​ An NHS that passes the Makerfield test 
4.​ Restore hope for those seeking a safe and genuinely affordable home 
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The Government must act on Israel’s ongoing atrocities against 

Palestinians 

  

Conference notes: 

 

●​ On 9 August, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu rejected the 

US-backed 15-point plan for Gaza. 

●​ On 10 August, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

reported that Israeli military operations continue across Gaza, resulting in 

Palestinian civilian casualties. 

●​ On 16 August, an Israeli minister called for routine daily killing of dozens of 

Palestinians in Gaza. 

●​ The NPF Annual Report 2026 does not reference any atrocities committed in 

Gaza by the Israeli state, but Israel has violated the October 2025 Gaza 

‘ceasefire’ thousands of times, with more than 1,250 Palestinians killed in that 

time, and in June 2026 the UN Independent Commission of Inquiry report 

confirmed that Israel’s genocide in Gaza is ongoing. 

●​ Israel is on trial for genocide at the ICJ and in 2024 the ICJ judged that Israel’s 

occupation of Gaza and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, to be 

unlawful and ruled that Israel was in violation of the international prohibition 

on racial segregation and apartheid.   
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https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/israel-rejects-trumps-15-point-plan-gaza-says-netanyahu
https://www.unocha.org/news/todays-top-news-occupied-palestinian-territory-ukraine-sudan-rwanda
https://www.itv.com/news/2026-08-16/israels-ben-gvir-suggests-killing-30-to-40-people-in-gaza-nightly-on-podcast
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/8/6/eight-countries-strongly-denounce-ongoing-israeli-violations-in-gaza


 

Conference welcomes Andy Burnham's apology for Labour’s stance on Palestine and 

acknowledges Ed Milband's statement on 11 August, but believes decisive action is 

needed against Israel’s genocide. 

  

Accordingly, conference calls on the government to: 

  

●​ Accept the findings of the UN Commission of Inquiry that Israel has committed 

genocide. 

●​ Impose comprehensive sanctions on Israel, including a full arms embargo. 

●​ Ban all trade that aids or assists Israel’s military actions in Gaza or its unlawful 

presence in the occupied Palestinian territory, including all trade with Israel’s 

illegal settlements. 

250 words. 
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https://x.com/Ed_Miliband/status/2087191246108319784


 

 

Workplace equality  

Conference notes: 

1.​ On 19th August 2026, UNISON General Secretary Andrea Egan reported that 
more than 600 UNISON members had contacted their union with examples of 
the Equality and Human Rights Commission's updated Code of Practice being 
unworkable and that some employers had withdrawn trans equality policies in 
response; 

2.​ The UK Supreme Court ruled that within the context of the Equality Act 2010 
‘sex’ is a reference to a person’s sex assigned at birth; 

3.​ The decision has been the subject of a large amount of criticism on the basis 
that: it is unclear, that it would exclude trans people from many parts of public 
life, and that it places trans and gender non-conforming people at risk of 
violence and discrimination. 

Conference believes: 

1.​ Everyone has the right to dignity and protection from discrimination in their 
personal lives and in the workplace; 

2.​ Labour governments must always work to protect human rights and workers' 
rights, including the rights of trans people. 

Conference calls on our  Labour Government to: 

1.​ Work with trade unions and affected communities to assess the 
consequences of the implementation of the Code; 
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2.​ Ensure employers have clear guidance enabling them to protect all workers 
from discrimination and harassment;  

3.​ Bring forward the necessary legislative changes to recognise trans people as 
their lived genders and properly protect them from discrimination; 

4.​ Ensure no employer uses uncertainty about the law as a reason to withdraw 
equality and anti-discrimination protections. 

236 words. 
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An NHS that passes the Makerfield Test  

 
Conference celebrates 78 years of Labour's National Health Service.  
Conference notes with concern NHS England’s 13 August 2026 press release, showing 
the waiting list rising back to 7.3 million, barely 4% below July 2024’s 7.6 million.  
Moreover, 90,000–100,000 of the 110,000 March 2026 waiting-list drop were financially 
incentivised administrative "Unvalidated Removals", not patients treated.  
 
Conference further notes:  

●​ The Royal College of Emergency Medicine associates prolonged A&E waits 
with over 300 deaths weekly. 

●​ Maternal mortality at its highest for almost two decades, disproportionately 
harming Black, Asian and poor communities. 

●​ Research showing outsourcing causes excess preventable mortality, widens 
inequality, undermines NHS services and costs more than inhouse provision. 

●​ Trusts crippled by PFI debt, while £16 billion of needed repairs endanger staff 
and patients.  

 
Conference believes marketised health and care services fail our Prime Minister’s 
Makerfield test. Market-driven policies leave communities like Makerfield with the 
greatest health needs and on the wrong side of widening inequalities. 
 
Conference resolves that Labour must:  

●​ Reinstate the NHS as a fully publicly owned, publicly provided, fully funded, fully 
resourced and free service, delivered on need — restoring the Secretary of 
State’s duty to provide, ending the purchaser– provider split and removing 
market mechanisms. 
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●​ End outsourcing, suspend A&E and maternity closures pending equality 
impact assessments, restore workers’ pay against inflation and update 
Agenda for Change. 

●​ Reject PFI-style funding, prepare to exercise the Palantir break clause and 
terminate or renegotiate the US-UK pharmaceutical deal.  

 
242 words. 
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Restore hope for those seeking a safe and genuinely affordable home 

 
Conference notes: 

●​ On August 13 2026, the  Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government released its latest figures for households in temporary 
accommodation in England. These showed that the figures had reached a 
record high of 135,580.  

●​ In light of evidence of a severely worsening housing crisis, Andy Burnham’s 
pledge to deliver "the biggest council house building programme since the 
post-war period" is welcome.    However, even if the entire £ 39 billion allocated 
to the Social and Affordable Housing programme 2026/2036 were pivoted to 
social rent council homes, as has been suggested, this would not deliver 
council homes at a scale to match the prime minister’s pledge.  

●​ To achieve a new and radical council house building strategy that 
would increase the current rate of council  building,  i.e  10,500 in 2025, to the 
post-war levels  which averaged 190.000 homes per annum, a revised funding 
commitment is needed.  

 
Conference believes when private and “affordable” rents are 
unaffordable, homeownership is a distant dream for many, and when people in 
desperate housing need wait years in temporary accommodation, such a strategy 
must urgently be delivered.  
 
To restore hope and meet the aspirations of millions seeking a safe and genuinely 
affordable home,  Conference calls on the Labour government to:  

●​ Invest in a council house building/acquisitions programme of 100,000 social 
rent homes a year;  

●​ repeal Right to Buy; 
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●​ replace “affordable rent” with social rent; 
●​ and end the Local Housing Allowance freeze and fully fund councils for 

temporary accommodation costs.  
 
254 words. 
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