*Abolish the Two-Child Benefit Cap — Motion to 2024 Labour Party National
Conference*

Conference welcomes the announcement by Keir Starmer of a Child Poverty Strategy
on 17th July.

Conference also notes Bridget Philipson’s and Keir Starmer’s statements reported in the
Guardian on 22nd July that the Labour Government are considering scrapping the 2
Child Benefit Cap.

Conference notes the current imposition of the so-called two-child benefit cap, which
restricts access for larger families to Universal Credit and Child Tax Credits.

Conference further notes that the cap is part of the Tories’ toxic legacy to our Labour
Government. In the seven years since its introduction by Chancellor George Osborne
the cap has significantly worsened levels of relative poverty with more than 420,000
households affected last year.

Recent projections suggest that by 2028-29 an absolute majority (51%) of children in
larger families will live in relative poverty if the cap remains in place. Nearly three-in-five
(59%) of households already impacted by the cap have at least one adult in paid work.

Conference agrees with the Resolution Foundation’s assessment that despite initial
costs, these are “low compared to the harm that the policy causes, and [that] scrapping
the two-child limit would be one of the most efficient ways to drive down child poverty
rates.”

Conference further believes that our newly elected Government should heed the calls
from Baroness Ruth Lister, Barnardo’s CEO Lynn Perry, Gordon Brown, Metro Mayors
Sadiq Khan and Andy Burnham, and Scottish Labour leader Anas Sarwar among others
to abolish the cap with immediate effect.
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Please note that to meet the contemporary criterion motions must refer to matters
arising after 5th July.



